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The SPECTATOR. 


Nums. VII. 





Sommnia, terrores magicos, miracula, Sagas, 
Noéturnos lemures, portentaque Theffala rides ? Hor. 








OING Yefterday to Dine with an old 
( \ Acquaintance, I had the Misfortune 


ere<c SB. Gres te 


Thurfday, March 8. 1711. 





to find his whole .Family very much 

dejected. Upon asking him the Occafon 
of it, he told me that his Wife had dreamt a very 
ftrange Dream the Night before, which they were 
afraid portended fome Misfortune to themfelves or 
to their Children. At her coming into the Room 
I obferved a fettled Mclancholy in her Counte- 
nance, which I fhould have been troubled for, had 
1 not heard from whence it proceeded. We were 


, No fooner fat down, but, afterhaving looked upon 
me a little while, Agy Dear, fays fhe, turning to 


her Husband, yon may now fee the Stranger that 
was in the Candle laft Night. Soon after this, asthey 
began to talk of Family Affairs, a little Boy at the 
lower end of the Table toid her, that he was to 
into Join-hand on Tharfday: Thurfday? fays 
ec, wo Child, if st pleafe God, you foall wot 
Kin spon Childermas-day ; tell your Writing- 
after that Friday will be foo» enough, 1 was 
Refle&ting with my felf on the Odnefs of her 
Fancy, and wondering that any Body would 
eftsblith it as a Rule to lofe a Day in every 
Week. In the midit of thefe my Mafings the 
defired me to reach her a little Salt upon the 
Point of my Knife, which I did in fuch a Trepi- 
dation and hurry of Obedience, that I let it drop 
by the way ; at which the immediately ftartled, and 
faid it fell towards her. Upon this I looked very 
blank; and, obferving the Concern of the whole 
Table, began to confider my felf, with fome Con- 
fufion, as a Perfon that had brought a Difafter up- 
on the Family. The Lady however recoverin 
her felf, after a little fpace, faid to her Husban 
with a Sigh, My Dear, Misfortunes never come 
Single. MyFricnd, 1 found, acted but an under 
Part at his Table, and being a Manof more Good- 
nature than Underftanding, thinks himfelf obliged 
to fall in with all the Paffions and Humours of his 


. A 

Yoke-fellow : Do-not you remember, Child, fays 
the, that the Pidgeon-Honfe fell the very Afternoon 
that onr carele{s Wench spilt the Salt upon the 
Table? Yes, fays he, My Dear, and the next Poft 
brought as an Account of the Battel of Alman- 
za. The Reader may guefs at the Figure I 
made, after having done all this Mifchief. I dif- 
patched my Dinner as foonas I could, with my u- 
fual Taciturnity; when, to my utter Confafion, 
the Lady feeing me cleaning ~ Knife and Fork, 
and“laying them acrofs one another upon my Plate, 
defired me that I would humour her f0 far as to 
take them out of that Figure, and place them fide 
by fide. What the Abturdity was which I had 
committed I did not know, but | fuppofe there 
was fome traditionary Superitition in it; and there- 
fore, in obedience to the Lady of the Houfe, I 
difpofed of my Knife and Fork in two parallel 
Lines, which is the figure I fhall always lay them 
in for the future, tho’ | do not know any Reafon 
for it. 


It is not difficult for a Man to fee that a Perfon 
has conccived an Avertion to him. For my own 
part, I quickly found, by the Lady’s Looks, that 
fhe regarded me as a very odd kind of Feliow, with 
an unfortunate Afpe&: For which Reafon | took 
my leave immediately after Dinner, and withdrew 
to-my own ings. Upon my Return home, 
I fell into a profound Contecimplation on the Evils 
that attend thefe fuperftitious Follies of Mankind ; 
how they fubje& us to imaginary AffliGtions, and 
additional Sorrows that do not properly come 
within our Lot. As if the natural Calamities of 
Life were not fufficient for it, we turn the moft 
indifferent Circumftances into Misfortuncs, and 
fuffer as much fromtrifling Accidents, as from real 
Evils. I have known the thooting of a ztar fpoil 
a Night’s Reft, and have feen a Man in Love prow 
pile and lofe his Appetite, upon the plucking of 
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‘vents, -and governs Futurity. 


& Merry-thoaght. A Screech-Owl at Midnight has 


alarm’d a Family, more than a Band of Robbers; 


nay, the Voice of a Cricket hath ftruck more Ter- 
rour, than the Roaring of a Lion. There is no- 
thing fo inconfiderable, that may not appear dread- 
ful to an Imagination that is filled with Omens 
and Prognotticks. A Rufty Nail, or a crooked Pin, 
fhoot up into Prodigies. 


I remember I was once in a mixt Affembly, that 
was full of Noife and Mirth, when on a fudden 


.an old Woman unluckily obferved there were 


thirteen of usin Company. This Remark ftruck 
a pannick Terror into feveral that were prefent, 
infomuch that one or two of the Ladies were go- 
ing to leave the Room; but a Friend of mine ta- 
king notice that one of our female Companions was 
big with Child, affirm’d there were fourteen 
in the Room, and that inftead of portending one 
of the Company fhould die, it plainly foretold 
one of them fhould be born. Had not my 
Friend found this Expedient to break the Omen, 


-I queftion not but half the Women in the Com- 


pany would have fallen fick that very Night. 


An old Maid, that is troubled with the Vapours, 
produces infinite Difturbances of this kind among 
her Friends and Neighbours. 1 know a Maiden 
Aunt, of a great Family, who is one of thefe 
Antiquated Syéils, that forebodes and prophefies 
from ene end of the Year to the other. She is 
always feeing Apparitions, and hearing Death- 
Watches ; and was the other Day almoft frigh- 
ted out of her Wits by the great Houfe-Dog, 
that howled in the Stable at a time when fhe lay 


of Mind engages Multitudes of People, not only 
in impertinent Terrors, butin fupernumerary Duties 
of Life, and arifes from that Fear and Ignorance 
which-are natural to the Soulof Man. The Hor- 
rour with which we entertain the Thoughts of 
Death (or indeed of any future Evil) and the Un- 

certainty of its Approach, fill a melancholy Mind 

with innumerable Apprehenfions and Sufpieions, 

and confequently difpofe it to the Obfervation of” 
fuch groundlefs Prodigies and Predictions. For as 

it is the chief Concern of Wife-Men, to retrench 

the Evils of Life by the Reafonings of Philofophy ; 

it is the Employment of Fools, to multiply them 

by the Sentiments of Superitition. 


For my own part, I fhould be very much trou- 
bled were I endowed with this Divining Quality, 
though it fhould inform me truly of every thing 
that can befall me. I would not anticipate the Re- 
lith of any Happinefs, nor feel the Weight of any. 
Mifery, before it a€tually arrives. 


I know but one way of fortifying my Soul a- 
gaintt thefe gloomy Prefages and Terrours of Mind, 
and that is, by fecuring «o my felf the Friendthip 
and Proteétion of that Being, who difpofes of E- 
He fees, at one 
View, the whole Thread of my Exiitence, not on- 
ly that Part of it which i have already pafs’d through, 
but that whiek runs forward into all the Depths 
of Eternity. When I lay me down to Sleep, I 
recommend my felf to his Care; when I awake, 
I give my felf up to his Dire&tion. Armidft all the 
Evils that threaten me, I will look up to him for 
Help , and queftion not but he will either 
avert them, or turn them to my Advantage. 
Though I know neither the Time nor the Man- 


ner of the Death I am to die, I am not at all fol- 
licitous about it, becaufe I am fure that he knows 
them both, and that he will not fail to comfort 
and fupport me under them. 


Letters are Direded for the Spe&ator, to be 
lefe with Adr. Buckley at the Dolphin ix Little- 
Britain. . . 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


J: tt poblith’d the 6:h Edision, with {ome Additions, of, 
Che Hiftory of Refiftance, as praGtis’d by the 


Church of England : In which ‘tis prov'd, trom molt Authentick Re- 
cords, That in every Reign fince the Reformation of Religion; the 
{sid Church hath Aided and Affifted, Juftified and Approv’d of, fuch 
Subjects as have Dettnded themfelves egain't the Oppreffions cf 
their Tyrannical, tho’ Natural Princes By John Withers. Entred 
according to Act of Parliiiwent. Printed for J.Robinfon in St.Paul’s 
Chuich. yard, and Sold by A. Baldwin near the Oxtord-Arms in 
Warwick-line. Price 3d. 


Juft publith’d the 2d Edition of, 
A Survey of the Mice.cofm ; 07, The Anatomy 


of the Yodies of Man aad Woman; wherein the Skin, Veins, Arteries, 
Nervas, Mutcle-, Vil@ra, Bones and Ligawents thereof age acc. raicl, 
de.ineated, ad 10 dilpus'd by Pailiog, as that all che Parts of thd 
Buvies, both Internal and External, ace exadly reprefevted ta their 
proper Site. Ly Michael Spaher, and Corrected by Dr.davers. The 
2‘ Edition. Pe. tos, Printed for D.\gidwiiter at cle 3 Crawas in St. 
Paul's Church-yard, se 

Anthropologia Nova ; or,A New Syftem of Ana- 
tomy. DeferiLing the avis.) GEcoacay, avd a thort Kationale of 
many Dittewpers cident to Huraie Bog'es. In which are inferted 
divers Anatomia! Dife-verics, and Medicinal Obfervations, with the 
Hiitory of the Parts, Mluiteated with above So Figures, drawn atter 
the Lite: And to every « hapter a Syllabus of che Parts deleeibe’, 
tur the Laltuftion of ycung Avatcanilis By James Urake, M. i. 
Two Vols 8vo, Printed tor W, Lunys at the Prince’s Artsin St. 


. Paul’s Church-yard, 
ill of the Tooth-ach. Such an extravagant Cait . “The Oniai, 


The Original and Inftitution of Civil Govegn- 
ment Difcufs’d, viz. I. An Examination of the Patriarchal Scheme 
of Government. II. A Defence of Mr Hocker’s Judgment, &c. a- 
gaint the Objeions of feveral late Writers. To which is added, 
A large Anfwer to Dr. B. Atterbury’s Charge of Rebellion : In 
‘which the Subitance of his late Latin Sermon is produced, and filly 
Examin’d. By Benj.Hoadly, M.A. Reétor of Sz. Petcr’s poor. The ad 
Edition. Printed for J.Knapion at the Crown in St. Paui’s Church. 
yard; Where may be had Mr. Hoadly’s Meafures of Submiffion 
the gd Edition, and his Defenee of Epifcopal Ordinaiion, in 8vo. 

; Newly puabiifh’d, 

A CofleGion of Debates, Repcr's, Orders and Re- 
folutions of the Houfe of Cemm<ns, touching the Right of Tle&ing 
Members to feive in Parliament fcr the f-veral Counties, Cities, Bur- 
rough, and Towns Corpovate; in England and Wales. Together 
with feveral Ancient Charters and Extracts out of Domefday-Book, 
and other Records relating to the feid Right. None ever before 
printed, Printed for B. Lintott at the Crofi-Keys between the a 
Temple Gates in Fletircet. Price 12s. 


P< f; eGive made Bafic: O-,The Art of Reprefent- 


‘ing all manner of Objeds as they »ppear to the Eye in all Situations: 


Containing the Elements of Defi, ning and Paintings Uluftrated with 
above Fifty Figures in Copper. Written Originally in French. By 
Bernard Lamy, Prieft of the Oratory, and faithfully tranflated into 
Enpglith, by an Officer of her Majefty’s Ordnance. Sold b a 
at the Ship in Pater-Nofter-Row , where may be had the Complcat 


Fencing-Mafter, with Figures reprefenting the mcft neceffary Po-* 


res. 

Political Arithmatick ; or, A Difcourfe concerning 
the Extent and Value of Lands, People. Buildings, Husbandry, Manv- 
f.Gture, Commeree, Filhery, Artizans, Seamen, Scldiers; Publick Re- 
venues, Interelt, Taxes, Superlucration, Regiltries, Banks, Valuation cf 
Mea: Inreafing of Seamen, of Militias, Harbours, Situation, Ship- 
pings; Power at Sea, &c, as the famerclates taevery Country in ge-. 
oeral, but more particularly to the Terrigorics cf Hee Majelty of 
Great Britain, 2nd Her Neighbours of Holland, Zealand, and Fravce. 
Ly sit Win Petty, late Fellow of the Royal Society. Scld by H. and 
G. Mortlock at the Chanix inSt. Paul's Church-yard. 


Jutt publith’d the 3d Edition of, 


Tke Works of the Right Reverend and Learned 
Ezckiel Hopkins, late Lord Bithop cf London-Derry in {relan.', Col 
lected into one Volume. Containing, I. The Vanity of the World. 
It. A Pra@ical Expofition on the Ten Commandments. Uf. An Ex- 
pofitivn on the Lord’s-Preyer, with a Catechiftical Explication 
thereof, by way of Queftion and 'nfwer. IV, Several S.rmons and 
Difcourfes on divers [mportant §: bje&s. With an Al haberical Ta 
hleto the Whole. Printed for J. Robinfon, 2. and J. Churchil, J. Tay- 
or, J. Wyat, and D. Midwinter. 
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LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckiey, at the Dolphin in Little Britain; 
and Sold by 4. Baldwis in Warwick- Lane ; where Advertifements are taken m. 
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